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What are Short Films?
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Short-Films 20K (SF20K)

P

SF20K

SF20K: 4 new dataset with 20k movies 4 ~12 mins [ video 4 3.6k hours of video
4+ large variety of genres 4 accessible online 4 limited data leakage
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The Beast, the Phantom and the
Hunchback use a dating app to
find love.

Drama

f
Ny
A mother struggles with bullies

who torment her disabled
daughter.

[1] Ghermi et al. Long Story Short: Story-level Video Understanding from 20K Short Films. International Journal of Computer Vision (IJCV).

Romance

A couple on a first date clash over
astrology.

Animation

A young boy gets lost in a strange
forest. Then his father tries to
rescue him.

A young woman trapped in a
bathroom stall during an active
sho*ting.

Documentary

W |

How Movie Sounds are Made. An
Inside Look at the World of Foley
Artist.

The biggest boxing fight of 1960
takes an unexpected turn.

Experimental

A stranded soul searches an
endless desert for his purpose.




Why another VideoQA benchmark?

® Focus on storytelling and personal relations

Movies Instructional videos Egocentric videos
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Why another VideoQA benchmark?

® Focus on storytelling and personal relations

® Limited data contamination

Movie question answering from movie titles

LLM Release Date
SF20K-Test &5
IMDb Movies

(0]
o

N
o

K
>
> 60
©
| S
-
|9}
(&)
<

N
o o

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Year

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Year

[> Modern LLMs memorize common movies and can answer questions in
other MovieQA benchmarks w/o watching the movies



Drama North America

SF20K Challenge
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® Task: Open-ended video question answering £ Animation 9% Niddle East
Romance ~” Oceania

® Source: High-quality movies from SF20K Sl s

Europe

® Statistics: 95 movies, 979 question-answer pairs (c) Movie genre (d) Region of origin

After The Rain

A dog turn sheep's wool into clouds.

[4:19] The shepherd passes away. [4:36] The meadow becomes a dry, [4:58] The sheeps are not sheared.
desert-like landscape.

Q: What happens to the meadow after the shepherd dies?
A: The meadow becomes dry, invaded by brambles.




Metric

LLM-QA-Eval: LLM-as-a-judge scoring the similarity between the predicted and the ground-truth
answer given the question as context

Question M Score [1-5]
Ground-truth answer

(GPT-4.1-mini)

Predicted answer Prediction [O-1]




Baselines

Model #Frames | Accuracy (%)
Random - 0.4
Question-only 0 14.7
Qwen3-VL-8B 256 50.1
Gemini-2.5-Pro 1 FPS 59.3
Human - 91.7

Accuracy can go from O to 100%
Question-only performance is non-zero but low
Human solve most of the task (91.7%)

Baseline (Qwen3-VL-8B) and SOTA (Gemini-2.5-Pro)
performances still lags behind (50.1% / 59.3%)



Ablations
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No frames: 29.9%
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Language Vision + Language

Input Modality

16 64 128 256
Number of Frames

Fig.8 Accuracy vs. Number of Frames of GPT-5 and Qwen3-VL-8B

Fig.7 Accuracy vs. Input Modality of GPT-5 variants on SF20K-Test on SF20K-Test




Competition results

Competition dates: July 1 - August 31

Two tracks: Main Track (unlimited model size) and Special Track (<10B params models)
Two phases: Public Test Set and Private Test Set

11 active teams, 660 submissions

Private leaderboard - Main Track Private leaderboard - Special Track
Rank Team ID Acc. Rank Team ID Acc.
1 87.76 1 58.50

67.15 Nathaniel 57.14

ZFTurbo 65.99 Blueberry 52.61

ucas_xlab 64.40 ZFTurbo 51.70

Blueberry 60.54 ucas_xlab 51.02
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SEAMilLab 56.69 SEAMilLab 39.46




Competition winners

Main Track

Special Track

@ Team
— Turismo

@ Team
— Math

Team
M1d1w1

P
P

Team
Nathaniel

Prizes

Coud GPU credits:
Sponsored by:

G

MOHAMED BIN ZAYED
UNIVERSITY OF
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE



Presentation of the Winners’ Team

Team Math

Second place in the Main Track.



Presentation of the Winners’ Team

Team I1d1w1

First place in the Special Track.






